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RE: Docket No. "'V03~92S.1?R
fcdcml Re~ster Vol.70, No. 100. T'ag~ 30001
Qrupcs Grown in a ~i~ AtOll of South~ern California and Tmpor1~
Table Grape3; Proposed ChMee in Ro~utatory Pcrlod
COMMENTS IN OPPOSItION '1'0 PROpoStD CHANGE

Dew: Pul:;k~ Clcrk:

BxportadotU Ael1co1a Topfrut S.A. opposcs the above rofe(tmcw chAtlge In tlJC
cffectlve da~ of'rable Gmpe Marketin£!. Onle.r 925 !lnd the companion Table Gmpe
Import Re8uIation 4, th~ will furthtr Mltrict [ablc ~ .'iUpplied from Chile.
R"portltdora Agr;lcoJa Topfrol SA. i! in the b~lncsg of' exporting Chilcan agricultural
commodities, and shi~ upproximately 450.000 boXCi of fresh ~blc Sfl!pcs to thc U.S.
dllling the months of P~brus1')' Through April.

E~rtadora Agrirola T~flUt S.A. concurs widlt and inoorponrtt:tl ht--rein by
refet\}nce) the detailed comments ~d supportlnK: data submitted by ASO~X. tho ChitCaD
Export~rs A:>5Ociati~)n. Speclficall)', IZxportadora Agricotl! LopfrUt S./I.. urgcs the agency
to rejoot tb~ proposed chnngc in thc regulatory pcriod ~a~e :

I.

2.

Th~ Proposcd Rulc im{1O9CS marketihg ordcr standanJb VI\ Chnoan
suppllos when no domestic varicties B!O ava11able, 8t1d thorcforo
constitutes a non.t.artfrbarr!tlf coI1trnry to the terms of WTO Agrccments
and the U.S.-Chllo ~.~ TrHUU At.(~mO!1t.
The PropOg(Xj Rule astJesses !nspecU(ln fC(!$ starting Aprill when no
domestlc su~tl~s are being 80 char&cd, aDd thoteby viotat(:$ Art1ole III
and Article Vlli of GATT 1994.
Thc chang!: in the beiitm1ng t!1icctive dato or M~rketlog Order 925 and
Table 0r3pC Import ~egulatiun 4 from April 20 to April 1 will ha.\'c a
di~t ncplwc impact on our busin~. F.xporl&dora Agricola Topthit S.A.
ships 250.000 boxQS of£re~h table &mPf:S to t.he U,S. rrom April 1 tn A~ril -
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20. Ifthc Prt:lpo:)(;d Rule should bc adopted. the ~too value ofthl:l
table grapc:I to ~ t:Xclljde<! from shipmcnt. is US$3.000.000 F.O.B ~ Chile

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

'l"he ~roposOO Rule docs not oontJlin any evidtmcc ofcln:umvcnuull by
Chilean table ~~ sufficient lO WBlTant the proposed change.
'r11C cnangc in date ftot)\ April 20 to April 1 will create an artificial
shortage oftable.£,rapc8 since there is no othcr co~~ill.lly significant
al1d rclioblc supply from any soUrt:e oUier than Chilo.
rhe Chlleun grap~ .'IUpplicd fmfl'l April 1l0 the carli~ cornmorcil1lly
signiflC.1nt supplies or grupcs from Coachclla Vallcy III California mtet
marketil'-i speciflc1i110b!! flOrt\ retail cllains that are InQre stringent in somc
rcspct;ts than tho markcting order ~u!rcU\~I1U.
The. pl'opo~ change ocmnot ~ validly basc:d on It 20 yt:ar-o1d surveyor
cold ~totagc pr~tiCl:!.
11Ie proposed clIanie can not bc justified undcr the criteria tJStablish«1 by
(h~ AMAh f{)r a chan&c in th" beg!nuing effcctlvc date QfMark~ting
Ordcr 925 ~r the companion Tllblc Gmpe ltnpoft RCitltatioll 4 in vicw of
the record pricos ~ived by Coa(hella Valley grOWOtS in the last Lwu
~ons.
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